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The cost of this year's 10 worst
climate disasters:

lIT-Delhi to start STEM mentorship
programme for class XI girl students

1 i

icroplastics can be dis-
covered everywhere-from
Mount Everest to the
Mariana Trench, according
to a recent study. They can even be
found high in the Earth's tropo-
sphere, where wind speeds allow
them to travel great distances. The
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GEN ANTI-RADIATION MISSILE SOON

M Past recipients of PETA India's Person of THE BIG TRENDS IN HEALTH, LIFESTYLE,
the Year Award include Lok Sabha MP TRAVEL, ENVIBONMENT.AND MORE

Shashi Tharoor, former Supreme Court TRIVIA
Justice KS Panicker Radhakrishnan, crick-
eter Virat Kohli, comedian Kapil Sharma,

actors John Abraham, Anushka Sharma,
Sunny Leone, R Madhavan, Jacqueline Don
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(DRDO) is preparing for the launch of the new next-gener-

ation anti-radiation missile very shortly. Aso known as
Rudram, it is a tactical, air-launched missile that detects enemy
radar positions and then, seeks and destroys them. In other
words, the missile, fired from an aircraft about 100 km from the
target, will detect it, home on to it, and destroy it. The destruc-
tion of radar systems will blind the enemy making it easier for
the Indian Air Force to attack other targets.
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“Be like the sun for grace and mercy. Be like the night to cover others’
faults. Be like running water for generosity. Be like the Earth for
modesty. Appear as you are. Be as you appear.” RUMI

ith Omi-
cron cases
rising
steadily in

several parts of the
country, states have
started reimposing
Covid restrictions to
curb the spread of the
highly transmissible
variant. The Union
health ministry said
the world is witnessing
a fourth surge in cases
and cautioned people
against lowering their
guard during the year-
end festivities.

Be cautious: PM

rime Minister Narendra Modi reviewed

the Covid-19 situation in the country
amid fresh concerns sparked by the out-
break of Omicron variant and stressed on
the need to be ‘satark’ (vigilant) and
‘saavdhan’ (cautious).

‘2022 must be year to end Covid-19'

HOW can Omicron spread
bitie be contained?

edros Adhanom Ghebreyesus, Director-

General of the World Health Organization
(WHO), has called on the world to pull together
to end the Covid-19 pandemic within the next
year. Tedros said the ‘fastest way’ to get back
to normal is to make ‘hard decisions,’ this fes-
tive season amid the Omicron Covid-19 variant's
quick spread. “Cancelling an event is better
than cancelling a life. It is better to cancel now
and celebrate later than to celebrate now and

mourn later,” he added.

IN THE NEWS FOR

he luxury fashion house Chanel has chosen

I Leena Nair, an industry outsider from India

and longtime executive at Unilever, to be its

new CEO. Nair tweeted that she was “humbled and
honoured to be appointed the Global CEO”.
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ith Leena Nair heading Chanel

w now, the list of Indian
CEOs has expand-

ed. Amid Covid, her

appointment affirms

that firms are moving

to inculcate diversity

and provide opportunities

to deserving talent without the

barrages of race and ethnicity.

D PURNIMA, class XI, SBOA Matriculation

Higher Secondary School, Coimbatore

M Nair's appointment is “a welcome change from the kind of formu-
laic model of the executives that tend to run major luxury brands,"”
said Imran Amed, CEO of the Business of Fashion, a news website.
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money is lying in foreign D step by the qovernmgnt to Fheck
accounts black money. Though it is said to

time three months compliance win- fair in its drive and not target honest
dow during 2015. Bringing back people.

black money stashed abroad was .
one of the key poll planks of the VIVEK AKKI, class XI, Hyderabad Public
BJP government, which assumed School, Hyderabad

power in May 2014.
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uring the last two years, we
D have been time and

time again reminded

. . of the havoc Covid-wave

HOlldaymakerS still party can cause, but I still see
he rising risks associated with many people not adhering
Covid-19's Omicron variant has not to the safety norms of

dissuaded holiday makers from their wearing a mask and. sanitisinq.
plans this season, as 58 per cent citi- hands. Mass gatherings are still
zens still plan to travel during happening and the way things are going, it

seems that the third wave is inevitable. The
airports have become ‘virus hotspots’ with
people recklessly travelling. DEVANG TYAGI,
class X, Banyan Tree School, Chandigarh

December to March period, the latest
survey by LocalCircles showed. Il The
survey received more than 19,500
responses from citizens residing in 320
districts. M It indicated that while such
a large number of people have travel
plans, only 18 per cent of citizens have
made their bookings so far. H It
showed that of those who plan to trav-
el in the next 90 days, the highest
number, 49 per cent are likely to visit
family, friends and also undertake
other miscellaneous travel while 21 per
cent have plans to travel to a holiday
destination.

India see more

usage of drones?
IN THE NEWS FOR

ttar Pradesh Chief Minister Yogi Adityanath

has directed the officials concerned to pre-

pare a concrete action plan for setting up a

drone manufacturing unit in the state. The
chief minister proposed the drone manufacturing unit,
given the importance of unmanned aircraft in various
fields such as disaster relief, agriculture, and law and
order, the spokesperson said.
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Unmanned Aerial Vehicles with the ongoing technology, yes we do see a

WE SPEAK

commonly known as drones, rise in the usage of drones, but this will also
have great potential to revolu- manifest into unchecked and insecure data
tionise Indian agriculture and being leaked to hackers. Although with the
ensure the country’s food territorial geographical ranges in our
security.  The national country, India will benefit from the
drone policy has been drones. Disaster management, and
notified and the Drone agriculture sectors will reap profits
Rules 2021 have been from its usage. For the non-reachable
made significantly easi- areas and terrains, we need drones,
er for people and com- but this should be done so without any
panies to now own and threat to security.

operate drones. They are GURKEERAT KAUR, class X, La Martiniere Girls’
equipped with multi-spectral College, Lucknow

and photo cameras.
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x HAS black money chase lost its pace?
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Sustained probe
conducted in the cases
revealed by Int’l
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lack Money is the money on which income tax is not paid.
This money is earned through corrupt practices and not
declared fearing legal action. Black money is collected by cor-
rupt individuals trying to evade taxa-
tion. Thus, black money is one of the
major drawbacks in a nation's growth.
SOCIO-ECONOMIC IMPACTS OF BLACK
MONEY: Collection of black money
- damages the economic
) growth of the nation, as the
_ X money is hidden from tax agencies. The government
7 can use crores of rupees of tax for public welfare
schemes like building schools, colleges, hospitals,
and roads, etc. Black money not only weakens the
B ""Q\economy of a nation but also
/ ® widens the economical gap
by making rich richer

and poor
/ poorer.
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rime Minister Narendra

Modi met with chief exec-

utives of leading compa-

nies across sectors ranging
from banking to telecom, to health
and electronics, for inputs for the
next year’s Budget. Last week, he
had met with leading private
equity/venture capital players to seek suggestions on making
India a more attractive investment destination. The upcoming
Budget would focus on accelerating growth hit by the ongoing
Covid-19 pandemic.

WE SPEAK

-l Ahead of the Union Budget,
economists advised Finance
Minister Nirmala Sitharaman and
ministry officials to avoid a
sharp fiscal correction and main-
tain focus on public investment
in infrastructure to further
revive consumption and demand.

Finance Minister Nirmala

Sitharaman has chaired pre-
budget consultation meetings for
Budget 2022-23 (April-March)
between 15 and 22 December
2021. Sitharaman held 8 meet-
ings during this period, where
she met 120 invitees represent-
ing 7 stakeholder groups.

YOU SPEAK

T he past two years have been tough on the Indian econ-

omy due to the pandemic. As we usher

in 2022 and talks on the 2022
Budget garner attention, we must not
forget the main lesson we have learnt
from the pandemic: nothing can compro-
mise public health. We are truly in times
where health insurance is an everyday
need. Therefore, it is imperative for the reduc-
tion of GST on health insurance from 18% to 5% to be
included in the 2022 budget. This will encourage people to
opt for better health coverage rather than lower coverage
owing to premium pricing. Even though it will put pressure
on government finances, the long-term benefits will be far
more advantageous and should therefore be taken into con-
sideration.
MANEEZA KHAN, class XI, The Heritage School, Kolkata
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It’s not just a place where you get to learn Einstein’s Theory of

Relativity. It's also a place where you can think beyond the

classroom. Hence we say, SCHOOL IS COOL!

izvi Springfield High School,
CBSE, incorporated Fit India
Week as a part of Azadi Ka
Amrit Mahotsav, from 23rd
November to 27th November.

First day 23rd November was the
opening ceremony of the event which
began with the students, teachers and
parents wherein they wholeheartedly
showcased their talent of fitness inte-
grated dance, which was an alternative
to the daily hard-core exercises which
lead to fitness in everyday life.

The day also had TED talk sessions
from parents, teachers and students on
the importance and need of fitness in
one's life.

The second day 24th November was
full of activities. The students from all
grades participated in the essay/poem
writing competition on the theme My
fitness mantra on AKAM'.

Another important hands-on activ-
ity was poster making competition
based on the theme ' Freedom from
sedentary lifestyle'. A brief introduc-
tion about indigenous games was giv-
en with the help of pictures and videos.

'HOLISTIC FIT

The third day 25th November began
with the explanation about the Fit In-
dia Mobile app and assessment link was
introduced to the parents. Brain games
were introduced by the teacher to im-
prove concentration and problem solv-
ing capacity.

The pledge of fitness on the occasion
of AKAM to culminate school week
with self- assertion for leading a new fit
and healthy life ahead.

On fourth day 26th November a quiz
on fitness and sports highlighting free-
dom, AKAM and nutrition was con-
ducted by the teachers.

The students were appreciated as
they were part of the quiz competition
and winners were declared on the same
day which created joy among the stu-
dents.

On last day, 27th November, signifi-
cance of Yoga and exercises was ex-
plained with the help of video with the
support of management.

The school successfully completed
all the activities to encourage students,
teachers, parents and entire staff in or-
der to inculcate physical activity and

ESS
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sports in their daily life.

The students and teachers of Rizvi
Springfield High School, CBSE are al-
ways thankful to their management,
the president Dr. Akhtar Hasan Rizvi,
director Adv. Rubina Akhtar Hasan
Rizvi, principal Aaisha Shaikh and vice
principal Laila Shaikh for always pro-
viding us the platform and motivate us
for organising such event which is be
beneficial for all.

The school is also thankful to its stu-
dents and parents for participating in
the entire event.

AZADI KA AMRIT MAHOTSAV

M Azadi Ka Amrit Mahotsav is an initia-
tive of the Government of India to cele-
brate and commemorate 75 years of
progressive India and the glorious his-
tory of its people, culture and achieve-
ments.

M |t is an embodiment of all that is
progressive about India’s socio-cultur-
al, political and economic identity.

Eye opening vi
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the name of the city was derived.

We started our journey early morning by car. We
first went to the Golden Temple. Harmandir Sahib is
the glory and heritage of Sikhs, a beautiful place of
worship with a gilded dome of pure gold. When we
entered the gurdwara, we were mesmerised to see its
beauty. The inner peace we felt inside the sanctum

sit to"
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AMRITSAR &
~ KAPURTHALA

efore the lockdown my family got an oppor-
tunity to visit the Golden City of Amritsar.
Amritsar, which literally means a pool of
nectar, is famous for the Golden Temple
which stands amidst a sacred water tank, from which

o
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sanctorum was worth the wait. Thereafter, we went to

Jallianwala Bagh, the historic garden and ‘memorial of
national importance’ in Amritsar. Visiting the museum,
gallery and memorial structures there that tell the story
of the horrifying massacre, leaves one with a deep sense

of grief.

Amritsar is also known for its delicious street
food. If you ever visit the city then definitely .+
try the yummy delicacies at outlets on Queens |
Road, Lawrence Road etc. We ate chola-kulcha
at the famous Kesar Dhaba. After that we went
to the Wagah Border which is famous for its Beat-
ing Retreat ceremony. The competitive cheering
between the two nations, with each shout getting
louder on both sides, gave me chills. The atmos-
phere was intense and filled with nationalistic fervour that

FORMER SPORTSPERSONS MAKE GOOD POLITICIANS

P

Australian aboriginal Nova Perry, an
Olympic gold medalist in hockey who

became the first indigenous woman to be
elected to the Australian Parliament and later to
the Senate to Imran Khan (Pakistan) and Indian
Olympian Jaipal Singh (hockey), Raja Karni
Singh, Chetan Chauhan, Navjot Singh Sidhu, Sachin
Tendulkar, Aslam Sher Khan, Mohammed Azharuddin,
Pargat Singh, Dilip Tirkey, Kirti Azad, Gautam Gambhir and
Rajyavardhan Singh Rathore are some of the stalwarts,

olitics in sports and sportspersons in politics are

two diverse and highly debatable topics. There
have been lots of Olympians and cricketing
heroes who joined politics and made a name for
themselves. From Richard Charlesworth of Australia,

I have nev-

er witnessed before. After completing the ceremony, we
reached the hotel and took proper rest. The next day on
our way back to Chandigarh we made a quick stop at the
Science City in Kapurthala. The visit to the Science City

was certainly very educational. It has many attractions to

Y
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explain many scientific phenomenon through

models. It is very well maintained. The whole -

trip was a wonderful experience .

as I learned a lot about heritage He=

sites and scientific inventions.
VEDANGA SINGHAL,

7" class VI, DC Model Sr Sec

School, Panchkula

es, it is true that there are many former
sportspersons who have dabbled in politics at
state and national level, but in the long run, their
actions have remained far too small to impact
national or provincial politics. They make their
political debut as "bold and big game-chang-
ers" but they are unable to repeat their suc-
cess in the field. In the political arena of the
world's biggest liberal democracy, bar-
ring a few exceptions, many have failed
to impress. Take for example Navjot
Singh Sidhu, a well known face, who is all talk and no action.
Imran Khan, current PM of Pakistan, holds the highest office
in that country but hasn't been able to tackle issues like
unemployment, inflation or domestic terrorism. His vision of
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A

GALLANTRY ON SEA

AVIRAL SHARMA, CLASS VI,
NCS, MUMBAI

2021 the cyclone Taukte

caused a lot of destruction.
Captain Prashant Handu was or-
dered to take his ship I.N.S.
Kolkata on a mission to assist ves-
sels in distress off the coast of
Mumbai.

He then sailed his ship in ex-
tremely rough weather, with
winds gusting up to 60 knots,
blinding sea spray and rough sea
waves.

Despite these conditions cap-
tain Prashant Handu displayed

0 n the 17th of May in the year

extraordinary professionalism,
leadership and fortitude.
He then rescued a ship
crew consisting of 137 peo-
ple. For the next few days
he continuously kept on
searching and found 5 sur-

vivors and mortal remains of 18
deceased people.

After successfully rescuing a
total of 142 people he came back
from this mission. For his brav-
ery and determination he was
awarded the Nao Sena Medal
which he very much deserved.

The successful and bold exe-
cution of Search and Rescue Op-
erations, in extreme weather con-
ditions, highlights the unparalleled
bravery, bold decision-mak-
ing, presence of mind and
risk-taking ability of the cap-
tain. His actions are in keep-
ing with the naval ethos of
‘Duty, Honour and Courage’.

s descendants of the land of
Athe golden bird, we must

rive to be grateful for our
precious heritage.

The Indian civilisation, one of
the oldest, has given the world
ground-breaking achievements in
the field of science, mathematics,
astronomy and literature all the
way from Aryabhata’s invention of
the numeral Zero to our success-
ful Mangalyaan mission. Through
the power of Yoga and Ayurveda,
we have gifted a panacea to all
humanity.

The principles embodied in our
scriptures and epics have mani-

O —

fested in a secular form of the
world's largest democracy. At over
600ft tall, our State of Unity is a
mighty symbol of our integrity and
solidarity.

Our culture is an amalgamation
of a variety of languages, reli-
gions, cuisines, clothing and art
forms. Over the years, India has
emerged as a leader in the world
economy. We have the world's
largest IT hub that accelerates our
motive towards being a
developed nation.

In the very likes of our
country, our school offers a
vibrant environment where

every one of us gets an opportuni-
ty to express ourselves and blos-
som. We have a platform to show-
case our talent in various fields
ranging from academics to art and
sports, without any discrimination
or prejudice. Our teachers incul-
cate the principles and morals
bestowed by our great leaders and
freedom fighters. With these quali-
ties, | am confident that we will go
on to make our school and country
proud. Jai Hind!
Kanak Bhawmik, class IX,
Bombay Cambridge
International School,
Andheri East

THE HEAVEN OF REGRETS

With your eyes like the embers of And if you find the key, carefully

If all my words with no thought
are let go with the rising vapour,
| say when the grain touches the
basal, may heaven exist with a
lock for this danger.

May the key lay only in no
remorse,

But to find it you'll have to bow,

the blazing fires of hell,

As you think to yourself, where
art thou?

But inside ye, is where lies the
key, you won't find it in miles of
sea, thou shall find it within
thee.

KAAYAN, class VIilI, Navy Children School, Colaba

use it,

It can only be used once the
mountain of your Regrets is lit.
So to your history, bid a mean-
ingful farewell,

Or your peaceful stay in heaven
may just turn into hell.

| KAAVAN, clss VI, Naw Chidon Scool, Coiba |
Women Empowerment

omen empowerment is
one of the most critical
and essential things that

everyone should support. It is
when women are given the most
power and right to make deci-
sions for themselves. Women
have been subjected to injustice
through decades. They have
been treated as non-existent for
decades.

Women were else was always
making decisions for them. This
is one of the biggest reasons for
women's empowerment. It was
one of the essential things which
were the need of the hour.
Women were made aware of
their rights. Along with their
rights, women were taught how
to be self-independent in all
aspects of their lives. They were
taught how to create a space for
them where they can grow and
become the people they want to
be.

The men always had all the
rights. However, the women did-
n't have any of these rights,
even a small right like voting.

shouldn't be the reason for that
things go in their favor.

Countries all over the world
called themselves, “progressive
countries" but every one of
them has a history of ill-treating
the women. Women in these
countries had to fight against
the systems to get the freedom
and status that they have
achieved today. However, in
India, women's empowerment is
still lagging. There is more
awareness that needs to be cre-
ated for the awareness to
spread.

India is one of the countries
which is not safe for women, and
there are several reasons for the
same. One of the reasons for
their lack of safety is the danger
of honor killing. Families think
that it's the right to kill the
female if they have brought
shame to the family and reputa-
tion of the family.

Another big problem that
women face is that there's a
lack of education. Women are
discouraged from pursu-

is limited to work for them. They
don't let these women go, and
these women have no freedom.

The need for women empow-
erment is one of the most signif-
icant needs of the hour. There
are many ways in which women
can be empowered. People
should be united together to
make the reality of the women
empowerment. One of the signif-
icant steps towards women
empowerment would be towards
educating women. Education
should be provided and encour-
aged so that more women can be
literate. The education that they
receive is going to help them
pursue what they want to pur-
sue. Women can have the life
that they want to have and be
happy in it

Another way of women
empowerment is to be given the
same and equal opportunities in
every field. Women should be
given the same chances that
their counterparts get. Pay is
another area that should be

equal for women and

“New Pakistan" is yet to take shape.
Experience, maturity and upbringing in politi-
cal atmosphere are the core of politics.
Sportspersons don't know the grassroots
level of politics which is a disadvantage.
DEVANG TYAGI, class X, Banyan Tree School,
Chandigarh

who are making a difference with their
presence in politics. Sportspersons are
* natural leaders. Their ability to “collabo-
* | rate” and “get along" within a team struc-
ture makes them suitable.
| SAMAIRA GULERIA, class XI, Carmel Convent
¥ School, Chandigarh

men. Women should be
paid equally for the
work that they do.
Kanak Sharma, class IX,
Navy Children School,
Colaba

Things changed when women
realized that they, too, need
equal rights. This brought along
the revolution by the women
demanding their rights. It spread
the awareness that gender

ing higher education in
the country. Along with
that, they are married
early. The men dominat-
ing the women think
that the role of women
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AUSTRALIA RETAIN ASHES

CRUSH AN ALREADY HUMILIATED ENGLAND TO WIN THIRD TEST BY AN INNINGS

Never say never because limits, like fears, are often just illusions.
Michael Jordan, American basketball player

Australian players
celebrate their win
over England on the

third day of their
cricket test match in
Melbourne, Australia

Photo: AFP” 1

first ball bowled on schedule.

England had headed to Melbourne know-
ing they must win to keep the five-Test se-
ries alive after heavy defeats in Bris-
bane and Adelaide, with Australia M
only needing a draw to retain {
the urn as holders. And they Y
fleetingly hauled themselves
into contention on the back
of a vintage bowling effort
from veteran seamer James
Anderson, which restricted
Australia to 267 in their first

lowed -- all over before lunch in an embar-
rassing chapter for English cricket.

FASTEST
FIVE-WICKET HAUL

Boland, called up as injury cover, was invin-
cible on his home ground, taking 6-7 off four
overs, equalling the record for the fastest five-
wicket haul in 19 balls. “I'm speechless. Com-
ing here today, I thought we had a pretty good

relentless Australia
spearheaded by debu-
tant Scott Boland skit-
tled England for an
embarrassing 68 on
Tuesday to win the
third Test by an in-
nings and 14 runs and
retain the Ashes with
two matches still to play.
Just when a demoralised England thought
their tour could not get much worse, they fold-

partnerships, everyone’s performed, everyone’s
contributed -- it’s a great feeling.”

Ben Stokes resumed on two but his poor
tour continued when he was clean-bowled by
Starc for 11. Jonny Bairstow made five and
when Root was out it was all over, with the
tailenders quickly following. “It is what it is,”
said a dejected Root, who is facing growing
calls over his captaincy. “Credit to Australia,
they blew us away last night and they
have outplayed us in this Test match
-- in fact the series so far. We have a ¥*8
lot of hard work to do now and come

INCREDIBLE YEAR FOR
ROOT, DESPITE LOSS

\ England's hopes had rested with Root,
\ who resumed on 12, but took a nasty
blow in the groin area off Cummins
on 23 and eventually went for 28,
caught by David Warner at slip off

v

ed in the morning on day three
in Melbourne and will now be
desperate to avoid a series
whitewash. England resumed
at the MCG on 31 for four, still
51 runs behind, after a disas-
trous final hour on Monday
against some outstanding fast
bowling that left their Ashes
dreams in tatters.

Their survival rested on
skipper Joe Root, but when he
fell for 28, it was just a matter
of time before the rest fol-

Player of the match Australia's

chance of winning, butIhad no
idea it’d be over before midday.”
Mitchell Starc ended with 3-29
as England’s misery was com-
plete. “It is pretty insane. Just
an awesome few weeks, every-
thing clicked and everything
worked out,” said Australian
skipper Pat Cummins.
“Thrilled for Scott Boland. We
have been relentless. The
bowlers have just turned up and

owned their areas outside off-

stump. There have been big

Whether there would be play at all at the
MCG was in doubt after four members of the
England party _ two support staff and two fam-
ily members _ tested positive for coronavirus
on Monday. But all players from both teams un-
derwent PCR tests after stumps and returned
negative results Tuesday morning, with the

back strong in the last two games.”
#

innings in reply to the tourists’ =
185. It was only an 82-run lead

but any dreams England had of
staying in the Test -- and the series

-- fell apart in the face of an intense fast-

bowling blitz on Monday from Starc, Cummins

and Boland.

In an hour of mayhem, they removed hap-
less openers Zak Crawley (five) and Haseeb
Hameed (seven), Dawid Malan for a golden duck
and nightwatchman Jack Leach (0), leaving
England staring into the abyss on 31 for four

after another stunning collapse. acencies

anc
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Boland. Despite the dismissal it
capped an incredible 12 months for

Root with the bat, ending the calendar
year with the third most Test runs (1,708) in
history, surpassed only by Pakistan's
Mohammad Yousuf (1,788 in 2006) and Viv
Richards (1,710 in 1976).
"| feel like I'm playing nicely at the minute,"
Root said. "I feel like my game is improving

paceman Scott Boland celebrates

Photo: AFP

Edinson
Cavani

Photo: AP

with the Mullagh Medal

dinson Cavani came off the bench

to salvage a point for Manchester
United from a sloppy display in a
1-1 draw at Newcastle in the Pre-

mier League on Monday. Playing
its first game in 16 days after coronavirus cas-
es in the squad led to two games being post-
poned, United was outplayed in the first half
and Allan Saint-Maximin gave Newcastle the
lead in the seventh minute following a swift
break after Raphael Varane was dispossessed.
Cavani entered as a halftime substitute,
injected some urgency and pressing into Unit-
ed’s attacking play, and scored an equalizer in
the 71st minute by poking home a rebound af-
ter his initial shot was blocked.

Rangnick unhappy

Newcastle, which hit the post in the final min-
utes through substitute Dwight Gayle, was de-
nied just a second win of the campaign and
stayed in next-to-last place, while seventh-place
United missed a chance to jump to fifth with
a display that showed the team still has plen-
ty of work to do under recently-hired coach
Ralf Rangnick. His team was so off the pace

in the first half _ perhaps due to the extended
COVID-enforced break _ that Rangnick opted
to make two substitutions at half time, with
Fred and Mason Greenwood coming off. Any
of the outfield players could easily have been
replaced.

Squandered chance

United, back playing after having games
against Brighton and Brentford called off, was
lucky to go to the break only 1-0 down. That
goal came after Sean Longstaff pressurized
Varane, picked him off and played in Saint-
Maximin, who cut inside Maguire and poked
a finish into the corner. Saint-Maximin then
squandered a brilliant chance from point-blank
range to make it 2-0 in the 47th minute, mishit-
ting a finish from Emil Krafth’s cross to allow
David De Gea to claw away the ball when he
should have been well beaten.

From then on, United had the better of the
chances, with Cavani shooting wide with the
goal at his mercy before eventually equalizing
at the second attempt.

However, a late flurry from Newcastle
saw Gayle curl a shot against the post be-
fore Miguel Almiron regained the ball and

Draw at Newcastle in sloppy display

had a curling shot tipped over the bar ac-
robatically by De Gea.

Newecastle lost forwards Callum Wilson
and Saint-Maximin to injuries, and manager
Eddie Howe said his team was ~dangerously
close” to having so many absentees that its
game at Everton on Thursday will be under
threat. Still, he was delighted with Newcas-
tle’s display, possibly its best of the season.

Fernandes collected a fifth yellow card of
the season and will miss United’s next game,
against Burnley on Thursday when Cavani
might expect to start after his game-changing
performance as a substitute. ap

I didn't like it all. We are trying to

get better at controlling the game.
Today we didn't control the game. It's a
question of rhythm but we shouldn’t

look for excuses. We need to get more
physical and more precise with the ball.

Manchester United coach,
RALF RANGNICK
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and | am evolving still as a player."

Humpy

Juniors shine

Achinta Sheuli (73kg), who
also bagged a silver medal at |~
the Junior World Champi-
onships in May, has qualified |
for the 2022 Birmingham (g
Commonwealth Games. &<
Ajay Singh (81kg) and Purn- | #
ima Pandey (+87kg) too won |

WORLD RAPID CHESS: HUMPY
IN JOINT SECOND SPOT

efending champion
D Koneru

bounced back in style
after a slow start, posting
three wins and a draw to
jump to joint second spot with
six points in the women’s sec-
tion of the FIDE World Rapid
Chess Championship 2021 at
Warsaw, Poland.

With three victories in a
row and a draw against Poli-
na Shuvalova in the eighth
round, Humpy has reached
the top board and will be fac-
ing leader Alexandra Koste-
niuk on the final day of the
rapid event. The chess ace
beat Julia Movsesian (Czech
Republic), Marta Michna
(Germany) and Ekaterini
Pavlidou (Greece) on Monday.

Young WGM R Vaishali
is the next best Indian in the
12th spot, while Padmini
Rout is 23rd. While Vaishali
got the better of Ukraine’s
Inna Gopanenko in round
eight, Rout defeated Russia’s
Baira Kovanova.

In the Open event, Mi-
trabha Guha and D Gukesh,
have six points after nine
rounds and are placed 22nd
and 23rd respectively. GM
Abhimanyu Puranik lies in
48th spot while the highest
rated Indian in the fray -- P
Harikrishna (seeded 18th)
languishes at 122nd position
with four points. Young GM
Harish Bharathakoti, who
started well, has dropped to
29th spot with 5.5 points. em

gold medals at the event.

The country’s lifters, de-
spite capping off the year
by winning 18 medals in the
Commonwealth Championships and smash-
ing several national records, weren’t com-
petitive at the Worlds, which was pretty
much expected.

Olympic future uncertain

I
I
I
In the global scheme of things, the fate of the |
I
I
I

irabai Chanu’s heartwarming

tale of redemption at the Tokyo

Olympics was the defining mo-

ment for Indian weightlifting in

areasonably successful 2021 but
the sport itself faced an uncertain future glob-
ally with long-standing governance and dop-
ing-related problems threatening its place in
the Olympics going forward.

MIRA CHANU: Iron lady of

clean and jerk

Chanu, a former world champion, had left the 2016
Rio Olympics in tears after failing to log a legiti-
mate lift but five years on, she displayed brilliant
composure in Tokyo for a historic silver medal to
bury the ghosts of the past. This despite her sched-

jerk section and also bettered her own national | |_ ALR'NNUNGA: Future hope
record en route winning her first Asian Cham:
pionship medal, a bronze in April. The 27-year- | Jeremy Lalrinnunga, touted as the one for the
old lifted 86kg in snatch and a world record of _ future inthe sport, endured a bittersweet year.
119kg in clean and jerk for a total of 205kg. Chanu I He missed out on an Olympic spot in the 67kg I
now has medals in all big tournaments barring I category due to a knee injury suffered during
the Asian Games. the Asian Championships, which also |

Chanu, was one of India’s brightest compromised his performance at the
medal hopes heading into the Olympics Junior World Championships a I
and she lived up to that top billing. She |} month later.
opened the country’s tally on the open- However, the teenager from Mi-
ing day, an unprecedented feat that sent zoram, who is a 2018 Youth Olympics |
the entire nation into a frenzy. champion, was able to end the year

Sporting Olympic-ring-shaped ear- with a gold medal at the Common- I
rings, the diminutive Iron lady clinched wealth Championships earlier this
the 49kg category silver. Chanu’s year month. With a top of the podium fin-
ended as the Manipuri pulled out of ish at the event, Jeremy also booked |
the World Championship and Com- a spot for the 2022 Birmingham Com-
ule going haywire amid the COVID-19 pandemic. monwealth Championships which monwealth Games. I list for the 2028 Los Angeles Games, with a fu-

She set a new world record in the clean and were held simultaneously. . ture decision awaited. en
---------------------------------------------‘

Achinta SheuI| I
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sport at future Games hangs in balance. Dis-
mayed by decades of rampant doping, bribery,
vote-rigging and corruption at weightlifting’s
highest levels, the International Olympic Com-
mittee (I0C) threatened to drop the sport from
the Olympic roster. It was left off the initial

-

Jeremy Lalrinnunga

Mira Chanu




